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Rsync Windows 10 [How-to Guide]

https://www.aomeitech.com/windows-tips/rsync-windows-10-0044.html

You'll learn 3 effective methods and how to use Rsync on Windows 10 step by step. Also, the best Rsync alternative to
sync files is included. Scroll down to learn more!

Can You Use Rsync on Windows 10?

Eouick answer: Yes, although Rsync isn't built into the system like it is on Linux or macOS, you can still run a Linux
distribution on Windows 10 using third-party tools such as WSL (Windows Subsystem for Linux).

Rsync is a powerful command-line tool originally developed for Linux and Unix systems to sync files and directories
between different locations and works locally or remotely using SSH, making it ideal for syncing data between two
folders, drives, even multiple devices or servers.

It compares files from the source and destination and transfers only changed files instead of copying everything again,
and supports automation through scripts or a scheduler. This makes Rsync incredibly efficient -especially when working
with large data sets or performing regular backups.

So many users are looking for Rsync Windows 10 or the best alternative to sync files or folders, which I'll explore next.

How to Download and Use Rsync for Windows 10
Here are 3 options to download and use Rsync for Windows 10, including WSL, Cygwin, and cwRsync.
Option 1: Windows Subsystem for Linux (WSL)

Installing Rsync through WSL allows you to run Rsync natively inside a Linux environment on Windows-it’s stable, fast,
and works just like on Linux systems.

Step 1. Press Win + S, type Windows Features, and select Turn Windows features on or off. Scroll down and check
Windows Subsystem for Linux. Click OK and restart your computer.
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Step 2. Open the Microsoft Store. Search for Ubuntu, Debian, or another Linux distro and click Get to install a Linux
Distribution

Step 3. Open your installed Linux app (e.g., Ubuntu). Type sudo apt update && sudo apt install rsync -y and press Enter
to install Rsync.

Step 4. Type Rsync commands to sync files.

rsync -av /mnt/c/Users/YourName/Documents/ /mnt/d/Backup/

[INotes:
~/mnt/c/ and /mnt/d/ are your Windows drives in Linux format.
+£a stands for archive mode while -v for verbose output..



Option2: Cygwin
Cygwin provides a Linux-like terminal in Windows and allows Rsync to run as if it’s on Linux.

Step 1. Go to the Cygwin official website (https://www.cygwin.com/) and download the setup file for Windows (32-bit
or 64-bit). Run this installer. When asked to select packages, search for rsync and select it for installation.

Step 2. After installation, open the Cygwin Terminal. You can now use Rsync commands like:

rsync -av /cygdrive/c/Users/YourName/Documents/ /cygdrive/d/Backup/

[INote: Cygwin Works great for local file sync or syncing over your LAN. It just needs a bit more setup than WSL. Users
often need to manually adjust environment variables, handle permissions, or configure SSH for remote sync.
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Option 3: cwRsync

If you don’t want to deal with Linux or complex setups, cwRsync is perfect as it’s a Windows port of Rsync without
requiring Linux environment and features a more Windows-friendly interface

Step 1. Download the cwRsync Client version (https://itefix.net/cwrsync) from reliable sources and extract the package.
Optional: for easy access, add Rsync to your system path.

Step 2. Open Command Prompt and use Rsync commands directly, for example:
rsync -av "C:\Users\YourName\Documents™ "D:\Backup"
Common Rsync Issues on Windows 10 (and Fixes)

Even though Rsync is powerful, it can sometimes throw errors or run into issues on Windows. I'll show 3 common errors
and how to fix it easily.

#1: Rsync Not Recognized as an Internal or External Command

This usually means Rsync isn’'t added to your system path, so Windows doesn’t know where to find it.
Step 1. Find your Rsync installation folder (for example: C:\Program Files\cwRsync\bin)and copy the path.
Step 2. Press Win + S, type sysdm.cpl, and press Enter. It will navigate to the System Properties window.

Step 3. Under the Advanced tab, click Environment Variables. Under System variables, find and select Path, click Edit>
New, then paste the Rsync path. Click OK to save it.
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#2: Permission or SSH Errors

You might not have the right access permissions, or SSH authentication isn’t set up correctly for remote transfers.
Run Command Prompt or your Rsync terminal as Administrator.

Make sure your remote server allows SSH connections.

If you’re using SSH keys, confirm they’re correctly generated and stored in your .ssh folder.

rsync -avz -e "'ssh -p 22" user@remote_host:/path/ /local/path/
#3: Slow Transfer Speeds or Interrupted Sync

Add the compression flag -z for faster transfers:rsync -avz source/ destination/

=l

Use --exclude to skip unnecessary files:rsync -av --exclude *.tmp' source/ destination/

=l

Run Rsync with Administrator rights to prevent permission issues.

=l

For large data sets, use stable network connections and consider resuming with the -partial flag if a transfer gets
interrupted.



