How to Back Up and Copy PuUTTY Sessions & Settings to Another PC

https://devanswers.net/backup-copy-putty-sessions-another-pc/

Introduction

Do you frequently use PUTTY to manage remote servers over SSH? If you’re switching to a new computer or simply want
a safe backup of your PUTTY configuration, it’s easy to export your saved sessions and settings. PUTTY stores its session
data and preferences in the Windows Registry, so by backing up those registry keys you can quickly transfer all your
PUTTY sessions to another machine. In this guide, we’ll show you how to export PUTTY settings from a Windows 10 or
Windows 11 PC and import them to another PC. With these steps, you can migrate your PUTTY sessions without having
to reconfigure everything from scratch.

Windows Command Prompt

Before we begin, make sure all PuTTY windows are closed. We will use the Windows Command Prompt to export the
PUTTY configuration from the registry. It’s important to run the command prompt as the same Windows user who uses
PUTTY, otherwise you might export the wrong registry data. In other words, avoid running the export as a different
administrator account. Using a normal (non-elevated) Command Prompt is recommended — Windows will still prompt
for permission when needed, ensuring you export settings from your current user’s registry hive.

To open a Command Prompt in Windows 10 or Windows 11, click the Start menu and type cmd. Press Enter to launch
the command prompt. (If you prefer, you can also right-click Command Prompt and select Run as administrator, but
only do so if you are logged in with the same user account that originally saved the PUuTTY settings.)

Export PUTTY Settings and Sessions
Once the Command Prompt is open, you can export all your PUTTY settings (including all saved sessions) with a single
command. Follow these steps on the source PC (the computer that already has your PUTTY sessions):

e OpenaCommand Prompt: Use your normal user account to ensure the correct registry data is exported.

¢ Run the export command: Type the following command and press Enter to export PUTTY’s registry entries to a
file on your Desktop.

regedit /e "%USERPROFILE%\Desktop\putty.reg"™ HKEY_CURRENT_USER\Software\SimonTatham

After running the command, you should find a file called putty . reg on your Desktop. This file contains all your PuTTY
sessions and settings from the registry.

Optional: To automate this backup process, create a batch file. Save the following script as backup_putty.bat and
double-click it whenever you need a fresh backup:

@echo off

echo Exporting PuTTY registry settings...

regedit /e "%USERPROFILE%\Desktop\putty.reg"™ HKEY_CURRENT_USER\Software\SimonTatham
echo Backup complete! File saved to Desktop.-

Double-click the _bat file to run the backup process.

Export PuTTY Sessions Only
If you prefer to export only your saved sessions (excluding global settings), run the following command:

regedit /e "%USERPROFILE%\Desktop\putty-sessions.reg"
HKEY_CURRENT_USER\Software\SimonTatham\PuTTY\Sessions

This creates a file called putty-sessions.reg on your Desktop. Remember, SSH keys are not stored in the registry, so if
you use key-based authentication, you must copy your SSH key files separately.

Importing PUTTY Settings and Sessions to Another PC
To transfer your settings to the target PC (the new computer):

o Transfer the file: Copy the exported . reg file (either putty.reg or putty-sessions.reg) to the new PC using
your preferred file transfer method.

e Close PuTTY: Ensure PUTTY is not running on the target PC before importing the file.

o Import the registry file: Locate the transferred file and double-click it. Approve any prompts to merge the file
with the registry.



o Verify settings: Open PUTTY on the new PC. Your sessions and settings should now be available. If they do not
appear, review the troubleshooting tips below.

If You Use KiTTY (PuTTY Fork)

For those using KiTTY, the popular PuTTY fork, the registry path differs. Instead of
HKEY_CURRENT_USER\Software\SimonTatham, KITTY stores its settings under
HKEY_CURRENT_USER\Software\9bis.com\KiTTY. To export KiTTY settings, use:

regedit /e "%USERPROFILE%\Desktop\kitty.reg" HKEY_CURRENT_USER\Software\9bis.com\KiTTY

The process for importing KiTTY settings is identical: transfer the file to the new PC and double-click it to merge with the
registry.

Sessions for kitty 0.76.1.13 are stored in a folder Sessions\

Conclusion

You have successfully backed up your PUTTY sessions and settings and imported them on another PC. Keeping a backup

of your PUTTY configuration is a smart practice. Store the exported . reg files in a secure location—such as cloud storage
or an external drive—to ensure you can quickly recover your settings in the future.

Troubleshooting & Tips

Correct User Account: Always export from the same user account that uses PuTTY. Running the command prompt as a
different user might export the wrong registry hive.

Missing Sessions: If your sessions do not appear after importing, ensure you imported the registry file while logged into
the correct Windows account.

SSH Keys: Remember that SSH keys (e.g., - ppk files) are not stored in the registry. Copy these files manually to maintain
key-based authentication.

By following these guidelines, you can ensure a smooth transfer of your PUTTY or KiTTY configurations between
computers.



