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Virtual CD/DVD-ROM 

The iLO 2 Virtual CD/DVD-ROM is available at server boot time for operating systems specifiedin “Operating system USB 

support”. Booting from the iLO 2 Virtual CD/DVD-ROMenables you to deploy an operating system from network drives 

and perform disaster recovery offailed operating systems, among other tasks. 

If the host server operating system supports USB mass storage devices, then the iLO 2 VirtualCD/DVD-ROM is also 

available after the host server operating system loads. You can use the iLO2 Virtual CD/DVD-ROM when the host server 

operating system is running to upgrade device drivers,install software, and perform other tasks. Having the Virtual 

CD/DVD-ROM available when theserver is running can be especially useful if you must diagnose and repair an issue with 

the NICdriver. 

The Virtual CD/DVD-ROM can be the physical CD/DVD-ROM drive on which you are running theWeb browser, or an 

image file stored on your local hard drive or network drive. 

NOTE: For best performance use image files. HP recommends using local image files storedeither on the hard drive of 

your client PC or on a network drive accessible through a high-speednetwork link. 

To use a physical CD/DVD-ROM drive in your client PC: 

1. Select Local Media Drive within the Virtual CD/DVD-ROM section. 

2. Select the drive letter of the desired physical CD/DVD-ROM drive on your client PC from thedropdown menu. 

3. Click Connect.  

 

To use an image file: 

1. Select Local Image File within the Virtual CD/DVD-ROM section of the Virtual Media applet. 

2. Enter the path or file name of the image in the text box or click Browse to locate the imagefile using the Choose 

Disk Image File dialog. 

3. Click Connect.  

The connected drive icon and LED will change state to reflect the current status of the VirtualCD/DVD-ROM. 

When connected, virtual devices are available to the host server until you closethe Virtual Media applet. When 

you are finished using the Virtual CD/DVD-ROM, you can chooseto disconnect the device from the host server or 

close the applet. The Virtual Media applet mustremain open when using a Virtual Media Device. 

The iLO 2 Virtual Media CD/DVD-ROM is available to the host server at run time if the operatingsystem on the 

host server supports USB floppy drives. 

The iLO 2 Virtual Media CD/DVD-ROM appears to your operating system just like any otherCD/DVD-ROM. When 

using iLO 2 for the first time, the host operating system might prompt youto complete a New Hardware Found 

wizard. 

When you are finished using iLO 2 virtual media and disconnect it, you might receive a warningmessage from 

the host operating system regarding unsafe removal of a device. This warning canbe avoided by using the 

operating system-provided feature to stop the device before disconnectingit from the Virtual Media. 

Virtual Media CD/DVD-ROM operating system notes 

• MS-DOS  



The virtual CD/DVD-ROM is not supported in MS-DOS. 

• Windows Server 2008 and Windows Server 2003  

The virtual CD/DVD-ROM displays automatically after Windows has recognized the mountingof the USB device. 

Use it as you would a locally attached CD/DVD-ROM device. 

• Linux  

o Red Hat Linux 

On servers with a locally attached IDE CD/DVD-ROM, the virtual CD/DVD-ROM deviceis accessible at 

/dev/cdrom1. However, on servers without a locally attached◦CD/DVD-ROM, such as the BL-class blade 

systems, the virtual CD/DVD-ROM is the firstCD/DVD-ROM accessible at /dev/cdrom.  

The virtual CD/DVD-ROM can be mounted as a normal CD/DVD-ROM device using: 

mount /mnt/cdrom1  

• SLES 9  

The SLES 9 operating system places USB-connected CD/DVD-ROMs in a different locationand the virtual 

CD/DVD-ROM can be found at /dev/scd0, unless there is already aUSB-connected local CD/DVD-ROM, in which 

case, it would be /dev/scd1  

The virtual CD/DVD-ROM can be mounted as a normal CD/DVD-ROM device using: 

mount /dev/scd0 /media/cdrom11  

Mounting USB virtual media CD/DVD-ROM in linux 

1. Access iLO 2 through a browser. 

2. Select Virtual Media in the Virtual Devices tab. 

3. Select the CD/DVD-ROM to be used and click Connect.  

4. Mount the drive using the following command: 

mount /dev/cdrom1 /mnt/cdrom1  

 For SLES 9:  

 mount /dev/scd0 /media/cdrom1  

Creating iLO 2 disk image files 

The iLO 2 virtual media feature enables you to create diskette and CD-ROM image files within thesame applet. Creation 

of DVD image files using the Virtual Media applet is not supported. Theimage files created from the applet are ISO-9660 

file system images. The performance of iLO 2virtual media is faster when image files are used. The utility to create iLO 2 

Virtual Floppy andCD-ROM disk image files is integrated into the Virtual Media applet; however, images can alsobe 

created using industry-standard tools, such as DD. 

To create an image file: 

1. Click Create Disk Image.  

2. Select the local media drive from the dropdown menu. 

3. Enter the path or file name in the text box or click Browse to select an existing image file orto change the 

directory in which the image file is created. 

4. Click Create. The virtual media applet begins the process of creating the image file. Theprocess is complete 

when the progress bar reaches 100%. To cancel the creation of an imagefile, click Cancel.  



 

The Disk>>Image option is used to create image files from physical diskettes or CD-ROMs. The Image>>Disk 

option is not valid for a Virtual CD-ROM image. The Disk>>Image button changesto Image>>Disk when clicked. 

Use this button to switch from creating image files from physicaldiskettes to creating physical floppy diskettes 

from image files. 

Virtual folder 

The iLO 2 Virtual Folder emulates a USB device, dynamically creating a media image of a selectedfolder or directory. 

After creating a virtual image of a folder or directory, the server connects tothe created image as a USB storage device, 

enabling you to browse to the server and transfer thefiles from the iLO 2 generated image to any location on the server. 

The Virtual Folder feature is only available within the IRC. The virtual folder is non-bootable,read-only, and the mounted 

folder is static. Changes to the client file are not replicated in themounted folder. 

Virtual Folder is a licensed feature available with the purchase of iLO 2 Advanced or iLO 2 Select.The virtual folder 

feature enables you to access, browse, and transfer files from a client to amanaged server. The virtual folder feature 

supports the ability to mount and dismount a directory on a local or networked directory that is accessible through the 

client, mounted and dismountedas a Virtual Media device. 

Virtual folder operating system notes 

• MS-DOS  

During boot and MS-DOS sessions, the Virtual Folder device appears as a standard BIOSfloppy drive. This device 

appears as drive A. If a physically attached floppy drive exists, it isobscured and unavailable during this time. You 

cannot use a physical local floppy drive andthe Virtual Folder simultaneously. 

• Windows  

Virtual Folder appears automatically after Microsoft Windows recognizes the mounting of thevirtual USB device. 

You can use the folder as you would a locally attached device. VirtualFolder is non-bootable. Attempting to boot 

from the folder might prevent the server frombooting. 

• NetWare 6.5  

NetWare 6.5 supports the use of Virtual Folder as USB diskette and key drive. For step-by-stepinstructions, see 

“Mounting USB Virtual Floppy/USBKey in NetWare 6.5”. 

• Red Hat and SLES Linux  

Linux supports the use of Virtual Folder. Virtual Folder uses a FAT 16 file system format. Formore information, 

see “Mounting USB Virtual Media/USBKey in Linux”.  

 


